
   St.Joseph Vaz College 
Cortalim-Goa 

 
 

World AIDS Day 
                    Uniting for Awareness, Action, and Hope 

 
1st December  2023 

 

 
 

Every year on December 1st, people around the world come together to observe 

World AIDS Day. This significant day serves as a reminder of the ongoing battle 
against HIV/AIDS and the global commitment to raise awareness, provide 

support, and fight the stigma surrounding this devastating disease. World 

AIDS Day is a time to reflect on the progress made, the challenges that remain, 
and the importance of continued efforts to combat HIV/AIDS. 

 

World AIDS Day was first observed in 1988, making it one of the world's first 

global health days. It was established by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
to raise awareness about the HIV/AIDS pandemic and promote solidarity in the 

face of this global health crisis. Since then, it has been commemorated 

annually with a specific theme and a call to action. 
 

The fight against HIV/AIDS remains a significant global health challenge, with 

38 million people living with the disease in 2020 and 1.5 million newly infected. 
The disease disproportionately affects vulnerable populations, such as sex 

workers, transgender individuals, drug users, and men who have sex with 

men. Awareness and education are crucial for dispelling myths and reducing 
stigma. Prevention efforts include safe sexual practices, condom access, needle 

exchange programs, and sex education. Preventive research has led to 

breakthroughs in prevention, treatment, and care, but funding and support are 

needed for new tools. Global solidarity and partnerships are essential for 
effective combating HIV/AIDS. 

 

World AIDS Day is a time to remember the millions of lives affected by 
HIV/AIDS, to honor the progress made in the fight against the virus, and to 

acknowledge the work that remains. By raising awareness, promoting 

education, reducing stigma, and increasing access to prevention and treatment 
services, we can move closer to ending the HIV/AIDS pandemic once and for 

all. This World AIDS Day, let us renew our commitment to a world without 

AIDS and strive to create a future where everyone can live a healthy and 
fulfilling life, free from the fear of HIV/AIDS. 

 

 

Link:  https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-aids-day 
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